IN VA SIGN

peasantry to be found in the villages. The enemy eat up
everything, seize all the horses and cattle, and all the
clothes they can find, even the poor rags of the peasants;
they beat everyone, women as well as men, and commit
rapes galore. I have seen this state of things with my own
eyes. You can readily understand how anxious I am to
rescue my subjects as promptly as possible from this really
horrible state of misery and suffering. It ought also to give
our enemies something to think about: for the French are
not a patient people; they are naturally courageous; and I
soon expect to see them organising themselves for guerilla
warfare. You must draw a vigorous picture of the enemy's
excesses. Towns like Brienne, with 2,000 inhabitants,
haven't a soul left in them!

[CoRRESP., xxvii, zi 168. After receiving Napoleon's letter of January
4th (v. No. 271) Caulaincourt wrote to the Allies complaining that
no Peace Congress had been summoned to carry out the intentions
expressed at Frankfort. It was then agreed that negotiations should be
begun at CMtillon, where, on February 7, the Allies stated their terms,
viz., that France should give up Belgium, Savoy, and Nice, and retire
from the Rhine to the frontier of 1791. Meanwhile the invasion of
France went on.]
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PARIS IN WAR-TIME

TO PRINCE CAMBACERES, ARCH-CHANCELLOR OF THE EMPIRE

NOGENT, February 7, 1814.

I HAVE received your letter of the 6th. I see that, instead
of keeping up the Empress's spirits, you are discouraging
her. Why do you lose your head so? What is the meaning
of these Miserere's, these Forty Hours' intercessions in the
Chapel Royal? Is all Paris going mad? The Minister of
Police, instead of informing himself as to the enemy's
movements, talks and acts like a fool. I don't understand
why he hasn't got agents all over France, to keep him
properly informed, by messengers, as to what is going on.
Speak to him about it. It is much more worth his attention.

[CORBJBSP., xxvii, 21197.]
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